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Abstract:

The United States (U.S.) and Canada will experience climate changes through direct effects of local
changes (e.g., temperature, precipitation and extreme weather events), as well as through indirect effects,
transmitted among regions by interconnected economies and migrations of humans and other species.
Variations in wealth and geography, however, lead to an uneven distribution of likely impacts, vulnerabilities
and capacities to adapt. This chapter reviews and synthesises the state of knowledge on direct and indirect
impacts, vulnerability and adaptations for North America (comprising Canada and the U.S). Hawaii and
other U.S. protectorates are discussed in Chapter 16 on Small Islands, and Mexico and Central America are
treated in Chapter 13 on Latin America. Chapter 15, Polar Regions, covers high-latitude issues and
peoples.

Source: http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-report/ard/wg2/ar4-wg2-chapteri4.pdf

Resource Description

Climate Scenario : ™
specification of climate scenario (set of assumptions about future states related to climate)
Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES)

Special Report on Emissions Scenarios (SRES) Scenario: SRES A1, SRES A2
Early Warning System: &

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

Air Pollution, Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security,
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Food/Water Security, Glacier/Snow Melt, Human Conflict/Displacement, Precipitation, Sea Level Rise,

Temperature
Air Pollution: Allergens, Interaction with Temperature, Ozone
Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides, Wildfires
Food/Water Quality: Other Water Quality Issue

Water Quality (other): Eutrophication; Water temperature

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity, Fisheries
Temperature: Extreme Cold, Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature: &

resource focuses on specific type of geography

Freshwater, Ocean/Coastal, Urban, Other Geographical Feature
Other Geographical Feature : Forests

Geographic Location: ™

resource focuses on specific location

Non-United States, United States
Non-United States: Non-U.S. North America

Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease, Injury, Mental Health/Stress, Morbidity/Mortality, Respiratory Effect
Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease
Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: Campylobacteriosis, E. coli
Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne, Mosquito-borne Disease, Tick-borne Disease
Mosquito-borne Disease: Viral Encephalitis, West Nile Virus
Tick-borne Disease: General Tick-borne Disease, Lyme Disease
Zoonotic Disease: General Zoonotic Disease, Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome
Mental Health Effect/Stress: Stress Disorder
Respiratory Effect: Asthma
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
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mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

Adaptation

Model/Methodology: X
type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource
Cost/Economic, Exposure Change Prediction

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern: &

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup

Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Indigenous populations

Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource

Review

Resilience: ™

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: @

time period studied

Long-Term (>50 years)

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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